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Strengthening Drought Resilience
(SDR-3) - The Case of Pastoralists

Pastoral communities cover about 61
percent of our countrys total land area.
However, for centuries, they have
remained marginalized and excluded
from meaningful participation in the
country’s economic, social and political
affairs.

Traditionally, their livelihoods were
based solely on livestock rearing.
Because their areas are repeatedly
affected by rainfall shortages and
drought. Pastoralists were forced from
time to time to travel long distances
with their animals in search of water and
pasture, exposing them to severe
hardship and exhaustion.

In recent times, pastoralists have begun
engaging not only in livestock rearing
but also in agricultural development
activities since the govemment has
given special emphasis. In particular,
efforts are underway to expand Irriga-
tioninfrastructure in low-rainfall areas to
enhance agricuftural production and
productivity.

One of the development partners’
projects working with a focus on clear-
ing the invasive Prosopis juliflora from
pasture land and improving water
supply in the Afar Region is the
Strengthening Drought Resilience (SDR)
project. The project has been imple-
mented by Ministry of Agriculture (MoA)
as project executing agency (PEA)
together with the Bureau of Agriculture
and Natural Resources Dewvelopment
(BoANRD) of Afar as the Project Imple-
menting Agency (PIA). This Financial

According to Mr. Yosef Assefa, SDR
Project Coordinator at the Ministry of
Agriculture, who spoke with Dagu
Magazine, significant efforts are under-
way in the Afar Region to clear the land

juliflora and make land suitable for
pasture development. Accordingly, in
Teru Woreda, 97 hectares of land have

Similarly, in Dubti Woreda—where
extensive irrigation development is
being carried out along the Awash
River—activities are underway to clear
approximately 500 hectares of land
which is negatively affected by Prosopis
julifiora.

improve water supply, rehabilitation
work is being carried out in Awra
Woreda by extending and upgrading
the existing Hida and Alibery irrigation
scheme. The intake structures of the
main canal have been completed, and it
is expected that 270 hectares of land will
be irrigated. This was confirmed during a
recent site visit.

In the area where the irrigation system is
being developed, heavy flooding occurs
during the rainy season, eroding nearby
land intended for imigation develop-
ment and causing longstanding
damage. To mitigate this problem, flood
protection interventions have been
implemented by the erection of gabions
among others as explained by Mr. Yosef.
He also emphasized that riverbank stabi-
lization work has been carried out with
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These activities are being
performed and managed by
women from the adjacent commu-
nity, thereby creating additional
income-generating opportunities
for them.

In addition, to improve water
supply for the population and
livestock, six sand dams are
planned, and they are currently at
various stages of implementation,
as mentioned by Mr. Yosef. In partic-
ular, the dam being constructed in

Kebele of Adaar Woreda has
reached 78 percent of overall physi-
cal performance.

According to Mr. Yosef, the sand
dam will retain rainy-season water
and sand, allowing the water to
remain stored within the sand
upstream of the dam for at least six
months minimizing

evapotranspiration. The practice of
storing water within sand is an
indigenous knowledge long used
by local communities along season-
al rivers. By supporting this tradi-
tional method with scientific study,
it is now being developed at the
scale of a dam to serve the commu-
nity sustainably over a long period.
For his part, the Regional SDR 3
Project Coordinator, Mr. Moham-
med Ahmed, stated that the Dubra
sand dam will capture floodwaters
caused by seasonal rains, making it
possible to sustainably address the
area’s water shortage.

Mr. Mohammed also explained that
the ongoing rehabilitation and
expanding of the Hida and Alibery
Irrigation Scheme along the the

expected to irrigate 270 hectares of
land in Hida Kebele and the Aliberi
Mesgid area, benefitting 540 agro-
pastoralists.
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